03-34 Answers To Life's Difficult Questions: How Can I Be Confident in a Crisis?

Intro:

AC: Everyone faces crisis in their life!  There are three types

1Those we cause ourselves (like Samson)

2Those God causes (like the storm on Galilee)

3Those other people cause (like Paul and Silas thrown into Prison)

When you're the innocent victim in a crisis, that's the kind that's especially difficult to take.

Need:  Storms in life don't play favorites.  They happen to Christians as well as unbelievers 

A Just this past week, the Howeth family was thrown into a Crisis and their example should be a an encouragement to the rest of us.  

B Paul stated that he learned the secret to staying confident and content in any situation, including the crisis he was in (Phil 4:12). He may have learned part of this secret in the story we'll look at today. 

CI: In our story today, God put Paul as a prisoner on board a ship headed for Rome.  While on the ship they encounter a great storm in the Mediterranean sea.  From this encounter we'll learn three  common reasons people get into trouble,  three mistakes people make when they get under pressure, and  four anchoring truths you can apply to stabilize your life in any storm! (Acts 27:6-44)

I. Three Reasons People Get Into Trouble

A#1 Wrong Guidance From The Experts  (:10-11)

1The pilot and owner should have known what to do and made a safer decision when people and their vessel were in jeopardy.

2Every day there's a new cult, a new key to life, a new diet, a new "Key to spirituality" a new marketing plan that'll make you rich, or promises of success if you simply buy the newest seminar tapes!

B#2 Wrong Guidance From A Vote (:12)

1The majority decided.

2Fact: the majority is usually wrong! (ie Moses leading Israel... the majority wanted to turn back to Egypt).

C#3 Wrong Guidance From  Circumstances  (:13)

1When a gentle breeze began to blow, they thought they would be OK.  They relied on deceivingly calm circumstances and ignored the potential threat of a storm at hand.

2How could it be wrong when it FEELS so right?

II. Three Misakes To Avoid When Under Pressure

A Don't DRIFT  (: 15; 17)

1 When pressure mounts there's a tendency to give up and give in

a We let go of our goals, forget where we're headed, and forget our values.

b This mistake can lead to disastrous reefs hidden just under the surface! (Heb 2:1)

B Don't DISCARD 

1 They threw over the ships tackle with their own hands (:18-19)

2 The cargo and grain (:38)

3 Finally, themselves (:43-44)

4 POINT:  When we get into a crisis, we're tempted to throw out the very things that are important to us 

a Our Dreams

b Our Relationships

c Our Values and morals

C Don't DESPAIR (:20)

1 It's easy when all else seems gone to slip helplessly into despair.

2 The last thing we throw out when we have a problem is HOPE!

3 They'd been fourteen days in total darkness being tossed like a rag doll in the Mediterranean Sea until they threw out everything that had and gave up all hope! Ever been there!?  May-be you're there right now!?

a Don't forget that even in the darkest hours of your life, God is in control, God has a plan for you and he has not abandon you!

D Paul remained courageous and confident in the midst of the crisis. The sailors had the natural human response; Paul exhibited faith in God.

1 Character is revealed in a crisis, not made in a crisis.

2 Character is made in the mundane, trivial things of life. It's developed by building your life on the solid rock of obedient faith in Christ; then tested in the storms of life (Matt 7:24-28)

3 The safest thing to do when you encounter a hurricane force storm in your life is Drop All Your Anchors and Just Stand Still!    (Psalm 125:1; Ecc 7:14)

a Paul was calm and courageous because he was anchored in three timeless truths that gave him absolute stability and security when all else seemed hopeless around him! Perhaps this is one of the times he learned the secret to being content (Phil 4:11-12)

III. Four Anchoring Truths To Stabilize Your Life In Any Storm.

A Anchor in God's Presence  (Acts 27:23; Heb 13:5; Matt 28:20)

B Anchor in God's Purpose     (Acts 27:24... God's purpose for Paul's mission)  

1Notice how Paul revealed his anchor in God's purpose in other places (Phil 1:12-21; Rom 8:28)

2 We need to capture our sense of destiny.  You're not on earth just taking up space; God has a specific purpose and plan for your life and nothing can change that unless you yourself choose to ignore him and disobey that purpose!

3 The purpose of God is greater than any storm or situation you'll ever experience! (

C Anchor in God's PROMISE   (27:25; cf Heb 6:18-19)

1 You may lost your cargo, your tackle and your ship and you may even get wet, but you're going to make it because God promised that even death itself cannot defeat his purpose for you (Romans 8:31-39)

2 Anchor in PRAYER     (Acts 27:27-29)... Anchor yourself on the truths of God and pray for daylight.

IV. Conclusion

A The result is that morning came and 276 people jumped overboard and got safely to land (39-44).

B Don't get wrong guidance from the experts of the world, or from the majority, or from circumstances. (Pr 14:12)  Get your guidance from God and his truth (Ps 119:105)

C Don't drift, don't discard, and don't despair in the midst of a hurricane in your life.  

D Anchor your life in God's presence with you; God's Purpose for your life, God's Promises and Pray for daylight.  

E When you see daylight, ... run toward God and don't get your self back into another storm!

