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Welcome to a course on how to increase your skills in reaching
lost people with the Good News of Jesus Christ!  I hope that your
concept of evangelism will become exciting, vibrant, and meaningful
as you increase your vision for reaching people.

As with anything in life, there can be preconceptions that
sometimes are inaccurate.  Church growth and effective evangelism
are no different.  It is my hope and prayer that God will use this course
to help you become effective in the ministry of the word as you learn
how to share your faith with people in a loving, meaningful, and fun
way.

If you are using these notes for training others in Effective
Evangelism, please study diligently and make sure to handle the
scripture accurately as you teach and train.  The goal of this course is
found in 2 Timothy 2:2, "And the things you have learned from me in
the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to reliable men who shall
be able to teach others also.� Please use the margins for additional
notes, comments and ideas as you learn.

Slide 1   "What is Evangelism?"
Evangelism is not door knocking. It is not "Shoving religion"

down someone's throat.  It is not "selling" religion.
Biblical evangelism is a process, a loving process, a caring

process.  It is the process of bringing a lost person into a saved
relationship with Jesus Christ by the proclamation of the Gospel
message (Romans 1:16).

In evangelism, we are "taking every thought of unbelievers captive
to obedience to Christ" (2 Corinthians 10:5). This is accomplished by
means of the message of the Gospel of Christ (1 Corinthians 1:18-24).

Slide 2   "Obstacles to Evangelism"
Question:  Why do many Christians not share their faith with

people?  What are your reasons?  Write them down. Now let's look at
some common obstacles to many people.  Our enemy, the devil, wants
every one of us to be hindered by these hurdles.  By identifying the
hurdles and being honest with ourselves, we can  be better servants of
God and more effective in our evangelism.

Fear
F.E.A.R = False Evidence Appearing Real. (Numbers 13:25-33).

Do we sometimes make things worse than they really are?  Did you
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react badly when someone shared his faith with you?
Question: why are some people afraid to talk to their friends or

family about religion? Fear of rejection is the primary reason.  Let's
look at some passages that deal with fear.

� Matthew 10:28-32
� Acts 18:9-10
� 2 Timothy 1:7-8

Improper Training
Evangelists and elders are supposed to equip and train the

members "how to" do evangelism (Ephesians 4:11-16). God expects
the body to grow and the responsibility to equip the saints for this
central ministry rests upon the leaders  (see also 2 Timothy 2:2).

Classes like this help equip members.  The most effective and
practical way, however, is to do evangelism with someone who is
comfortable with it and good at it. You learn by doing.

Misunderstanding
Many people have a false conception of what evangelism really is.

They view evangelism as door knocking, door-to-door sales,
manipulation, or some other act that is unkind and unnatural.
Question: Did Jesus do evangelism?  Was he manipulative, unkind, or
a high-pressure salesman?  He was the most loving person who ever
walked on this planet!  His mission was to do evangelism and to teach
others how to do it properly (Luke 19:10). Proper evangelism is a
caring way to share your faith with those you love.

People Aren’t Really Lost
Some Christians are under the impression that it is best to just

leave people alone.  If they want to learn about the Bible, well, just let
them ask.  This is caused by a false concept that people aren't really
lost, and therefore aren't really going to spend eternity in hell!

� People are lost because of sin (Romans 6:23)
� All have sinned (Romans 3:23). A person can sin by simply

violating his or her conscience (Romans 2:14 ff).
� Unless a person believes in Jesus, he will die in his sins (John

8:24; Acts 2:38; 22:16; James 5:20).
� To die in sin means being cast into the lake of fire forever

(Revelation 20:11-15; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9; Acts 17:30-31).
Jesus came to seek and save the lost (Luke 19:10), which means

that the whole world was lost before he ever came!  It�s still lost
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unless men place their faith in Him as their Savior!
People are lost and on their way to be condemned in their sin. Yes,

all men are lost or else Jesus died for nothing!

Lack of Love
God's love motivated Him to do something to save people from

their sin (John 3:16). How can we sit quietly by and watch our parents,
friends, family, and others we are supposed to love go to hell without
saying anything?

Paul said that the love of Christ controlled him (2 Corinthians 5:14).
Paul felt under obligation because of his love for God and for people
(Romans 1:14-16).  If we love God and love people, we will not be
able to be silent (Acts 4:18-20)!

Poor People Skills
Abrasive attitudes or poor people skills can make you ineffective

in evangelism and make you not want to share your faith.  It is the
loving Christian's responsibility to improve his or her people skills in
order to be effective with lost souls.

Luke 2:52 Jesus grew in favor with man. In other words, he
increased his people skills.

1 Corinthians 9:19-23 Paul "Became all things to all people." This
does not mean that he "compromised" his beliefs or principles.  It does
mean, however, that he adapted his personality and mannerisms to
gain credibility with those whom he was trying to teach. In order to be
effective, you must constantly improve your people skills.

2 Timothy 2:24-26 quarreling, arguing, and condemning are not
useful when trying to reach someone for Christ.  Several points need to
be recognized from this passage:

� You are the Lord's bondservant.
� You are NOT to be quarrelsome and argumentative.
� You are not trying to win the argument; you are trying to win

a soul.
Arguing or poor people skills can cause a person to remain trapped
in the devil's trap.
You are trying to gently release a person so he can repent, come to
his senses, and serve God.  Never back a person into a corner.

Disobedience
Matthew 28:18-20 commands us to preach the Good News to the

lost. The followers of Jesus understood it to be a matter of "obedience"
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to preach. Acts 4:20 Acts 5:28-29, 41-42
We are disobedient when we do not share our faith, and

disobedience is sin. Sharing the word of Christ with others is just as
much an individual command for Christians as loving one another,
taking the Lord's Supper, and being baptized.  You cannot eliminate it
or delegate your responsibility to someone else.

Lifestyle
Habits and questionable lifestyles in Christians can hinder people's

respect for us, and therefore keep our message from leaving a proper
impression that can save that person.

1 Peter 3:15-17; 4:15-16 Colossians 4:5,6 1 Timothy 4:16
Matthew 5:12-14, 1 Corinthians 9:19-22

Watch your life! It is not healthy to place a stumbling block in
someone's way and keep him from learning about God because of your
life (Matthew 18:6-7).

Church Problems
Sin in the church is no little thing. It can cause Christians and non-

Christians to be lost (1 Corinthians 1:10-13). It is every member's
responsibility to make the church a great place for Christians to
assemble as well as a wonderful place for non-Christians to visit and
feel loved and welcome.

Evangelism is Not My Job
In Acts 8:4, every member in the Jerusalem church thought it was

his job. The apostles and elders stayed in Jerusalem.  Every member
preached everywhere he went. This is an approved Biblical example,
and the following are inferences and direct commands:

Acts 4:20; 5:19
Mark 16:15-16; Matthew 28:18-20

It is your job as a Christian to share your faith, and that's
evangelism.  How can you say it's not your job to love people?  The
greatest expression of love is to share the message of eternal life! The
rich man in torments sure wished he could be evangelistic to his 5
brothers (Luke 16:27-28).

No Contact with the World
Jesus was a friend of sinners (Matthew 9:10,13; 11:19). The

Pharisees and apostles (at first) criticized Jesus for associating with
sinners, the demon possessed, sinful women and little children. Jesus
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came to save sinners.
Salt is useless as long as it stays in the shaker (Matthew 5:12-14).

We must mingle and make friends with sinners if we are ever to save
them. Learn how to be a friend of sinners. That's being Christ like!
Learn practical ways to make good friends outside the church so you
can bring those friends to Jesus.

Poor Bible Knowledge
We are commanded to be able to know our Bibles and be equipped

to share our faith (1 Peter 3:15,18). Not all of us grow at the same
pace, but we all are expected to grow to be able to teach people the
saving message (Hebrews 5:12-14). Attend all classes, study daily, ask
questions, and take the initiative to be equipped to fulfill your
ministry.

Not Enough Time
This is an excuse rather than a reason.  It is an excuse also caused

by having a misunderstanding of what Biblical evangelism is.  It is
"lifestyle" evangelism.  If you buy groceries, gas, clothes, or other
products then you have time for evangelism.  If you golf, fish, sew,
shop, or play, then you have time for evangelism.  Don't make
evangelism a scheduled event; it must become a natural part of your
daily life if it is to be effective. Share your faith as you go.

Ephesians 5:15-16
Colossians 4:5-6

Paul shared his faith on a ship, in a jail, in a crowd, one on one,
and in a school. He shared everywhere he went.  People talk about
what is important to them. How important is Jesus in your life?
There may be several hurdles to evangelism. None is really an
acceptable excuse.  What is your reason for not being effective in
evangelism and what are you going to do to solve that?
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Slide 3  "Evangelism Process"
Paul's desire was to "win as many as possible."  (1 Corinthians 9:22

NIV). That should be our desire as disciples of Jesus. Sometimes,
however, we are not effective in evangelism. After overcoming the
hurdles to evangelism, it becomes necessary to understand that
evangelism is a "process" and not a single event. There are six distinct
and separate segments to this "process."  These segments are simply the
process that the human mind must go through before any decision can be
made on any subject or topic.

Let's illustrate.  Boy meets pretty girl in the grocery line. Boy talks very
briefly to girl then says "Let's get married!" What chance is there that she
will say "yes?"  Not much chance if any at all.  In fact, she will probably
think that he is a weirdo and will never talk to him again.

Looking at the process overhead, he went from the "Making Contact"
stage right to the "Decision Made" step. This illustrates why cold door
knocking approaches, newspaper adds, and similar approaches are not too
effective.  Statistics show that 85% of the people converted are brought to
Christ by a friend or family member. All other methods combined
account for the other 15%!  Yet, where do many churches spend most of
their time, money, and effort?  Let's get back to the approach that Jesus
taught. Share your faith with natural contacts and make sure we stick
with the six stages of human decision-making.
In the following sections we will take each step apart piece by piece. We
will discuss how to recognize which step in the process we are in at any
given time with a person.  You should know at all times what step you
are in.

Slide 4  "Making Contact"
Remember, the most effective way to make contact is with friends

and family - people you already know.
Question: Why don't some Christians make contact with non-

Christians in order to study with them?
Answer:  Because most Christians are blind to those most

obvious!
The Apostles were blind to the Samaritan people (John 4:7-35).
They talked with and bought food from the shopkeepers, but they
never asked them about eternal life. The sinful woman went back

Instant
Evangelism
Produces
Stillborn

Babes

85% of
people who

come to
Christ   do
so through
a  friend or

family
member.

All
other

methods
combined

total
the other

15%!
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and talked to the very same people and got a "MULTITUDE!"  The
apostles were blinded by their prejudice, and their assumption that
people just weren't interested.

Jesus' followers were blind to those in need, such as the blind
beggar, Bartimaeus (Mark 10:46-52). They told Bartimaeus to be
quiet! He wanted to talk to Jesus, but the followers were somehow
oblivious to his desire for the kingdom.

The apostles pushed away kids, possibly because they were viewed
as too noisy or disruptive (Matthew 18:3; 19:14).

The Pharisees were blinded to the mission of Jesus and could not
understand why this "Holy Man" could eat and drink with
SINNERS! (Matthew 9:9-13; 11:19).  Surely, we aren't as blind as
the Pharisees were, are we?
Who are the people in your "pool of humanity?" Open your eyes

and look!  They're everywhere you go; everywhere you turn. Think
souls!

Invite one a day
Have some cards printed up with an invitation to church and hand

out one a day, every day and introduce yourself. Some will, some
won't, so what! If you sow bountifully, you will reap bountifully.

Friends / Family
Stop here and write a list of 25 people you know from work, your

neighborhood, your family or friends. Now look at John 1:35-46. How
did Peter, Andrew, Philip and Nathaniel come to learn about Jesus? By
natural associations of friends and family.

Your family and friends are the ones you are going to study with.
But remember; don't propose on the first date!

Neighbor Day
Once a quarter or once a month have a pot luck dinner and invite a

guest speaker for a great topic that non Christians want to hear, like
family issues, eternal life, life after death, etc.

Don't invite them to controversial type topics or issues.
Remember, you are only on the first date. Make some invitations and
invite everyone you know and some will come. You are only looking
for a few, but you have to invite a lot. Expect to invite 100 people in
order to get 2 or 3 to come. Pick them up and bring them to the
Neighbor Day with you.
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Life Groups
Have a weekly group meeting in homes to study  some good topic

like the sermon on the mount. Have coffee and cookies after the lesson
to get to know people.  These home study groups work extremely well
when those Christians attending have good attitudes and make it
meaningful. You're making a first impression on non-Christians.
Small, relationship based groups are critical when reaching people in a
postmodern society such as America in the early 21st century.

Visitors
When visitors come to church, be aware of them. Open your eyes

and look. Be planning on visitors and ask them out to lunch or over for
dessert. Build relationships with visitors.  As you will learn, you do
not have rapport with non-Christians upon first meeting them. You
have to build rapport. We will discuss how to do this later.

Newspaper Adds
This method is in a category that is less effective than natural

relationships, however, when opening up a new city or adding to your
search for open hearts, consider running an add in the Classified
section something like:

Gospel Meetings
The days of the old style Gospel meeting are over in my opinion.

However, a dynamic series on the family, the resurrection, life after
death, or some topic sensitive to the public will help draw a crowd to
your church. Make it big!  Make it sensational!  Make it wonderful!
Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might.  Offer
people something that will draw them to the Lord. Have a great song
leader come in and get the church to sing out loud and enthusiastically.
Visitors to your meeting need to feel excitement in the air!

When visitors come, offer refreshments or have a potluck after
Sunday services so that they will stay around and get to meet the
church. Be friendly, but get their names and offer a Bible study in their

Fall in love with God through
personal Bible study.  Experienced
Bible teacher will help you learn to
study the Bible in your own home.
Group or individuals call 123-4567
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home. The purpose for these activities is to make contacts and in turn
get the one-on-one Bible study going.

VBS, Hospitals, Referrals
What we're saying here is that there is no secret to finding

receptive people if your eyes are open.  Look around you. The fields
are white, but the workers are few because they're blind.

If you pray that the Lord of Harvest will send out workers, he will
send you.

TV ADS
We�ve recently run some TV ads that have been remarkably

effective.  We call them, �The Top Ten Reasons Why People DON�T
Come to church. The reasons why people don�t come to church are
reasons like:  �The sermons are long and boring and don�t relate to my
life,�  �I�m afraid weird things will happen to me at church,� �I don�t
want to get dressed up to come to church,� and �Churches are more
interested in money than me.�  We�ve had over 25% of our new
believers come in off the street as a result of seeing our commercials.
In our community we�re known as the �Top Ten Church.� We have
remarkable credibility and rapport with people because of our identity
as being user friendly to unchurched people.

Slide 5  "Establish Credibility"
Paul instructs Christians to, "Walk in wisdom toward outsiders,

making the most of the opportunity" (Colossians 4:5-6).
Jesus certainly learned how to make a good impression on people.

"He grew in wisdom and in stature, and in favor with God and man"
(Luke 2:52). The purpose of the Christian life is to serve people,
especially in the area of serving them by sharing God's beautiful
message of salvation so they can gain eternal life. "For the Son of Man
did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom
for many" (Matthew 20:28). If your goal is to be a servant for Jesus
then you must deny yourself and your phony "rights" so that you can
establish credibility with outsiders and remove every stumbling block
from their pathway to Life.

Watch Your Life
You are the only Bible some may ever see. I have seen people

refuse to come to church because of the lifestyle, habits, attitude or
business practices of a Christian. I would not want to be that Christian
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on the Day of Judgment.
Paul instructed Timothy to, "Pay CLOSE attention to your life and

your doctrine, persevere in these things, for as you do you will ensure
salvation for yourself as well as those who hear you"  (1 Timothy
4:16). Life + doctrine = a credible life worthy to be followed.

Again Paul instructs the Philippians, "Do all things without
grumbling or disputing that you may prove yourselves to be blameless
and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a
crooked generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world,
holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may have
cause to glory because I did not run in vain nor toil in vain"
(Philippians 2:14-16).  Grumbling and complaining can bring  serious
reproach on your church, and outsiders can develop an opinion  that
might  prevent them from ever coming back.

Watch Your Doctrine
Paul instructed Timothy to "watch your life and doctrine" (1

Timothy 4:16). The truth is what saves (John 8:32). We are to "Handle
the word accurately" (2 Timothy 2:15). A pattern of solid, growing
churches, without question, is that of a firm belief in moral and ethical
standards rooted in Biblical authority.

Weak preaching or teaching, indifference to sin in the church and
compromise on Biblical standards will cause your church to die and
wilt like a flower without water. Look through the book of Acts if you
want to see the results of strong teaching. "Their number multiplied
daily."

Study your Bible daily, read, search, examine, hunger and thirst for
righteousness, and you will establish credibility with outsiders that will
cause them to come to you for answers to their spiritual questions.

Don�t Argue
"And the Lord's bondservant must not be quarrelsome, but kind to

all, able to teach, patient when wronged, with gentleness correcting
those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them
repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth, and they may come
to their senses and escape the snare of the devil, having been held
captive by him to do his will" (2 Timothy 2:24-26). Contend for the
faith (Jude 3) does not mean to be "contentious" for the faith, as some
have demonstrated in their life.
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Don’t Be Defensive
If someone makes an off the wall comment, cool down! NEVER

NEVER NEVER engage a person�s wrong ideas or statements at this
stage.  If you do, you will be sure to lose the study and the soul, even
though you may win the argument! Cushion a person's comment with
a response like, "that's interesting, why do you feel that way?"  This
disarms an argument and probes for more information. Better yet, Shut
up and listen to more information that the person is telling you! Listen
to the comments and the person will tell you what he believes and
why.  This is a great benefit to you because now you can understand
what he believes so that you can gently teach him the truth of God's
word after you get a one on one study together. .  Never "argue"
religion. Read 2 Timothy 2:24-26 again.

Don’t Criticize
You won't gain credibility by criticizing other religions and being

caustic in your attitude. Sure, there are false religions and false
teachers. However, the person with whom you are beginning a study
has no point of reference with which to understand or comprehend
your critique. So don't correct false teaching until you have built a
foundation of truth upon which to help them understand the critique.
By using this approach, you will gain credibility with your prospect
and help him appreciate the danger of false teaching.

Develop A Friendship
 When studying with someone, the fastest way to build credibility

is to become close friends. I personally take people I'm studying with
hunting or begin a workout program with them, or fix my car with
them. Be creative, but the only way to be the salt of the earth is to get
out of the saltshaker.  Remember Jesus was called a "Friend of
sinners" because he ate and drank and associated with and developed
relationships with sinners.

You develop these friendships by eating together, playing together,
working together and just learning to enjoy the person's company.
Remember that the person is not a Christian and you are going to hear
some bad language, and see some sinful attitudes. Don't be a Pharisee
and feel "holier than thou." You're building this friendship to create
credibility as the salt of the earth and to influence him or her.

Season Your Speech
"Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men, but as
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wise, making the most of your time because the days are evil"
(Ephesians 5:15-16). "Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward
outsiders, making the most of the opportunity, Let your speech always
be with grace, seasoned as it were with salt, so that you may know how
you should respond to each person" (Colossians 4:5-6). What you talk
about reveals who you are. Use your every day conversation to
influence people for Christ. Don't be a religious nut. Too much salt
ruins the soup. When making conversations, let people know you're a
Christian, but still an average kind of guy. Develop strategies to bring
up the subject of your faith casually and in a non-threatening way.

Be Genuine and Real
You can pick out a phony immediately can't you?  So can other

people.  Be yourself, be a real person, but be in love with God. You
will gain credibility faster by being real. Unchurched people don�t like
plastic religious people with stained-glass personalities.  Neither do
you!  People are drawn to genuine authentic people who are flawed
just like they are who have found some good news for their lives.
YOU be that person! Be genuine and real at all times.

Introduce to Others
Get your contact around other Christians that you are proud for

them to meet. This gets back to the area of doing things together.  If
you are going somewhere, or engaging in an activity, bring a non-
Christian and another Christian so they can see the interaction and
understand that you are not the only person who believes in the Bible
and in God. This works especially well in small group ministries.

Admit Your Faults
When you sin, don't be afraid to share this with the person with

whom you're studying. This shows him you're not perfect, builds
credibility and honesty, and will set a pattern for him to be open
enough to deal with his sin when he becomes a Christians. It impresses
people when you share your past faults and how God has changed your
life. They�ll want the same for their life.

Become All Things...
Paul said he "Became all things to all men, so that he could win as

many as possible" (1 Corinthians 9:19-23). You have to learn to mirror
the personality of the person with whom you're studying. If he is
reserved, then you dress appropriately and act in a way that will be
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non-offensive and so build credibility. If a person works out, you may
have to get up at 6 am to start working out with him. If a person goes
to opera, then do it with him, even if you aren't an opera fan.  Become
all things to all men. Read this passage carefully.

I've heard Christians sometimes say, "Well I don't have to dress
that way, or act that way. God does not look at the outer man." While
that's very true, remember: You're not trying to convert God!! Some
believers have a tendency to think that God prefers formal dress rather
than casual.  Most unchurched people in our culture won�t come to
church today because they don�t want to get dressed up.  Be willing to
become all things to all men. Dress down if that will remove barriers
and attract more people to hear the message of Christ.  Read
1 Corinthians 8, 9:19-23 and Romans 14,  again very carefully.

Be Ready to Answer
1 Peter 3:15 says, "But sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts,

always being ready to give an answer to everyone who asks you to
give a reason for the hope that is within you, yet with gentleness and
reverence." People are not only interested in what you believe, but
WHY you believe.  Why do you believe that Jesus is more credible
than Buddha? Do you know?  You'd better study and search for these
answers because people want to know and you need to be ready to
give an appropriate answer.

When you do answer, you gain a tremendous amount of credibility
with people because they see that you are not a blind follower, but you
have thoroughly checked out your faith and know why you believe
what you do. Caution:  Don�t engage in detailed answers in the
Establishing Credibility or General Interest step or you�ll lose the
ability to share the message adequately.

Slide 6  "General Interest"
How do you get from the credibility building stage to general

interest? There are a lot of Christians that may be admired by their
friends and family, but the "interest" in discussing religion has never
really been initiated. In this section, we are going to discuss ways to
"open your eyes" to opportunities to share your faith and find people
who "hunger and thirst after righteousness."  They�re all around you
every day!
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Ask Their Beliefs
Sounds simple enough, but why don't more Christians do this?

One possibility may be that they feel uptight about what they will hear.
I recently encountered three young ladies at the counter of a Hotel
Lobby and asked them if they�d seen our church commercial on TV?
One responded, �I�ve seen it, but I�m a Buddhist.�  I turned to her and
said, �That�s fascinating, what made you choose to follow Buddha
compared to the claims of Christ?  Have you ever compared the two?�
The two other ladies looked with great interest and were amazed that I
hadn�t engaged her in an argument or debate. I wanted to ask her
WHY she believed and hoped that she�d start asking herself the same
question.

 Another reason Christians may not ask other�s beliefs may be a
fear of entering a discussion or being asked a question that you may
not be able to answer. The key to being successful here is found in
Colossians 4:5-6, "Walk in wisdom toward outsiders making the most
of the opportunity. Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned as
it were with salt so that you may know HOW you should respond to
each person."

Some possible questions that you may ask are:
What do you see as the biggest problem in the world today?
How would you define a "real" Christian?  Do you consider yourself
a real Christian or are you still on the way?  How far would you say
that you have to go? Have you ever considered the incredible
claims that the Bible makes about the man Jesus of Nazareth?

Life After Death
An obvious area of interest to almost everyone is life after death.

Most people think about this quite a bit regardless of whether or not
they talk about it. Recent books have been written about the subject,
mysteries of the light at the end of the tunnel and near death
experiences. These are indicators that this is a hot topic for discussion
in the mind of most people, especially after a tragedy of some kind.
Here's a good sequence of questions:

"Joe, what is your opinion about life after death?" (Listen carefully,
because Joe is going to tell you what you are looking for)

"Have you ever wondered about Jesus Christ?  Here's the only man I
can think of who was actually dead and in the grave for three days
who came back to tell about it.  Have you ever read what He said
the other side was really like?"
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Belief In God
Another approach is asking if they believe in God or what they

believe about Him; or if they believe in some �master mind� of the
universe.  Everyone believes something. Remember, you're not trying
to judge or condemn the belief at this point.  You're simply trying to
raise general interest so that you can progress to the next stage.

Religious Division
All the religious division in the world today disillusions most

people with whom you talk.  Who is right, and how can I know for
sure?  Everyone claims that they are right and everyone else is wrong.
Jesus said that religious unity would show that God sent Him (John
17:20). Possible questions might be:

"Joe, I am troubled by all the different churches and beliefs in the
world today. What do you think about it?"

"I have decided to just read the Bible by itself and I have been
coming up with some pretty incredible things.   Would you like to get
together and we could share some insights?"

Do You Love God?
This question is a "stop em in their tracks" type of question.

Seldom will someone ever ask someone else, "Joe, do you love God?"
They may ask if they believe in God, but not "Do you love God?"
There is an obvious second question. Jesus said, "If you love me keep
my commandments". Ask Joe if he even knows what commandments
Jesus was talking about?

Invite To Bible Study
This sounds so simple that some people miss it.  How about just

asking someone to a Bible study? Having a special series on the
family, Christian evidences, how to study the Bible, the basics of
Christianity, the resurrection, life after death, Group studies in the
home, introduction to the Bible course, are all great topics that people
want to attend.  So give them the opportunity.

Is Jesus Alive Today?
The resurrection is the most intriguing topic of discussion that you

can really raise in the minds of people. Do a series on the resurrection
or invite a guest speaker in to do a series on the resurrection.
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Are Good People Saved?
Use some caution with this question because if you handle it

improperly it may lead to an argument instead of a discussion.  Most
people think that just being good is enough to save us.  You might ask
the question in this way: "Joe, do you think good people will go to
heaven?"  (Joe will probably say, "Sure good people will go to
heaven"). Then say, "That's what I used to think. But if just being good
is enough to get into heaven, why do you think God sent Jesus to die
on the cross?"  This should stimulate some conversation.

Handling Worry / Stress
Everyone I know worries and gets stressed out about life.  When

you see someone with this problem, ask if they have ever looked at the
Bible as the solution to stress and worry. Share what Jesus said in
Matthew 6:25-33. Then ask if they might be interested in getting
together for a cup of coffee and looking at some passages together in
the Bible.

What’s Life About?
"Joe, have you ever wondered why you were put on the earth?

Have you ever looked at the Bible to answer that question for
yourself?"

What’s Heaven Like?
Everybody wants to go to heaven.  In fact, almost everyone thinks

he is going there. No one in his right mind really believes that he is
going to hell. This is a great conversation starter. Some may believe in
reincarnation, or other various beliefs.  Remember, you are trying to
raise interest in spiritual things.  Whatever the person says is OK at
this point.

When Will Christ Come?
Many people are looking for "signs of the times".  In reality, they

are taking Matthew 24 and the destruction of Jerusalem out of context
and applying these verses to the second coming of Christ.  Don't argue
the point, but use the subject to raise interest in getting into a Bible
study on the kingdom of God.

Seed For Thought
I find that leaving people something to think about is effective.
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Never debate or argue religion, but rather plant seeds of thought that
will cause a person to question spiritual matters.

"Joe, if you were to die right now, do you know for certain that you
would spend eternity with God?  If so, how do you know?"

"Would you like to learn how to be a real Christian and be sure of
it?"

Share Your Story
This is the method that Paul used with  the Jews in Acts 22, and

with King Agrippa in Acts 26. He simply shared his conversion story.
"This is what happened to me..."

Write out your own story on a single page and practice telling it to
someone. You'll be amazed at the result. You'll divide your story into
three sections: 1. Before,  2. How , and  3. After. People are interested
in listening to how you became a follower of Jesus.

Give Me This Water Also
This idea of raising interest in spiritual matters is nothing new.

Jesus did it on a number of occasions like with the woman at the well.
In developing the conversation he caused her to "want" more
information, "Give me this water as well". If you make yourself aware
of people and their interests then you will learn effective ways of
raising general interest in spiritual matters. The main idea here is "Be
aware" (Ephesians 5:15-16; Colossians 4:5-6; example - Acts 17:32-
33).

Slide 7  "One On One"
The one-on-one Bible study is where the real action takes place.  It

is here that a person receives enough information to build a solid
foundation of faith.

Not everyone who agrees to a one-on-one Bible study with you
will become obedient to the faith.  Don't be surprised when someone
hears the message and then rejects it. Read the parable of the sower in
Matthew 13.  Only a few will become Christians. That is why you'll
have to increase the number of studies in your congregation if you are
to experience good numbers of conversions.

A one-on-one can occur any time, any place.  All you need is an
open Bible. Don't tell or preach.  Use questions to lead a person to a
conclusion based upon Scripture.
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Ask for the Study
In order to initiate a one-on-one, you have to ask.  Sounds simple,

but often we expect people to ask us. This is a tragic mistake.
It has been my experience that people are amazed that someone

offers to sit down over a cup of coffee and help them learn how to
understand the Bible.  In Acts 8 Philip observed the Ethiopian
treasurer reading and "asked for the study". "Do you understand what
you are reading?"

Phrasing the request for a study is important. Keep it simple,
positive, and assume a "yes" answer. "John, we've been learning some
really exciting lessons at our church.  We should get together. I'm sure
you'd like to learn more about how to improve your relationship with
God! You do make good coffee, don't you?"  (John will enter the
conversation here).  "Sure, I wouldn't mind getting together and
learning more about how to know God, but I don't want to impose and
take all your time."  "No problem, put the coffee pot on and I'll be
there Tuesday night at 7:00. What kind of donuts do you like?"  (The
coffee and donuts always seems to put people at ease and creates a
friendly environment).

Who is Jesus?
Always assume that the person with whom you are studying does

not believe in Jesus and that he does not believe that the Bible is the
Word of God.  Then share with him what the Bible "claims" about
Jesus. (He is the mind of God who became flesh (John 1:1-14); the
Creator (Colossians 1:15-17; Hebrews 1:1-3), and the only one who
can take away sin (John 3:16; Acts 4:12; John 14:6).

Follow the lesson outlines, let the person read the scriptures and let
him come to the answer from the scripture.  Don�t  answer or read  the
passages for him  (Unless he cannot read well and is uncomfortable).

Evidence for the Resurrection
Use the next lesson in sequence to show that it is reasonable and

intelligent to conclude that Jesus really did rise from the dead.  At the
end of the second lesson, ask the person, "Do you believe that Jesus is
the Son of God and that God raised him from the dead?"  If he answers
"yes", then faith is being produced in the heart (Romans 10:17).  If he
says "no", then say, "Well, thanks for going through these studies,
John.  If you ever have questions or want to learn more, let me know
and we'll get together again. " Remember: If faith is not being
produced, do not go on with the study and do not go on with lesson 3.
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Authority of the Word
The ONLY reason the word has authority is because the tomb is

empty.  If Jesus is not raised from the dead, then the Bible has no
authority at all.  But, if from the first two lessons, it can be reasonably
established that Jesus has been raised, then the word is actually from
God.

Show the difference between the Old and New Testament, and that
we are now under the new covenant.  Ask for commitment when in the
section about obedience. "Will you obey whatever the Bible teaches
you to do?"  They must say "yes" at this point, or do not go on with the
study.  If they are just looking for information, you are wasting your
time and theirs.

The New Testament Church
I show people the undenominational character of the New

Testament church before they make the decision to become Christians.
I lay all the cards on the table so that they can make an intelligent
decision.

In this lesson, you will have varied reaction.  Some will cry, some
will be angry, and some will be bewildered.  They may realize that
they have been lied to by denominationalism, and should desire to
become only what God wants them to be - Christians who are added to
Christ's church. This lesson also helps people realize that the being
faithful to Christ means being faithful to his bride, the church.

How to be Saved
We use a lesson called "Obeying the Gospel Call." This lesson

covers what Biblical faith is.  Faith is practical obedience to the
commandments of God. Faith without practical active obedience is
dead (James 2:17-24).

I cover the cost of discipleship from Luke 14:25-35, and
demonstrate the plan of salvation.

Important point! Get the person's conversion story at the
beginning of the study.  Write down how he believes he was saved.  At
the end of the study, you will review his conversion with him and
show that what he was taught is different from what the Bible teaches.

Let Them Read
People new to reading the Bible often are slower at reading and

comprehending the scripture.  However, it is important that they learn
to read and understand for themselves so that faith can be produced in
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their hearts.  Let them read for themselves.  I recommend using a
newer English version when teaching people (like the NIV or New
King James Version).  Older, more familiar versions may be hard to
understand for the new Bible student.

When teaching people, I use the outline and say, "Let's turn to
Luke 9:23." (then I help them find the verse and explain how the
chapter and verses are ordered).  As they read, they may be slow at
first, but let them struggle through and then help them with difficult
words.  If you are using another person or training another person to
teach, let them help the person find the book, chapter and verse.  Only
one person should do the teaching.  The other person should be the
"silent partner" and add comments only when needed.  When too many
people talk you can easily get off the subject.

Don’t Argue
If a person comes up with an odd comment or wants to debate,

don't argue.  "The Lord's bondservant must not be quarrelsome, but
kind to all, able to teach; in gentleness correcting those who are in
opposition if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to a
knowledge of the truth; that they may come to their senses and escape
the snare of the devil, having been held captive by him to do his will"
(2 Timothy 2:24-26). "A gentle answer turns away wrath, but harsh
words stir up anger" (Proverbs 15:1-2).

If you feel defensive, you may "win the argument and lose the
soul." If the person knew the truth already, you wouldn't have to teach
him. "Warn them before God against quarreling about words; it is of
no value, and only ruins those who listen" (2 Timothy 2:14).   Get

comfortable with people's differing ideas and let them voice their
beliefs.  As you progress slowly and gently through the study you will
accomplish Paul's goal. "For we are destroying speculation and every
lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and are taking
every thought captive for obedience to Christ" (2 Corinthians 10:5).
Don't have a debate attitude as you share the Gospel with a person one
on one.

Be Gentle
The Lord's servant must be gentle when teaching precious souls (2

Timothy 2:24-26).

Use Some Humor
I find that people are always more receptive when they are
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comfortable.  They are always more comfortable when you can
tastefully insert some good humor at an appropriate moment to break
the tension in the study during a touchy period.  Don't be flippant, but
tastefully insert some humor as needed.  The more you become skilled
in teaching people, the more you will learn good communication
techniques.

Answer Questions
Answer questions if it is an appropriate time to answer them.

However, don't get ahead of yourself and answer questions before
people have enough information to understand your answer.  For
instance, if during the first study about the claims that the Bible makes
about Jesus the person asks if you think it's OK for him to attend any
church he chooses, put the question off until the New Testament
church study.  Say something like this: "John, that's a great question
and an important one.  I think that you will be able to answer that
question for yourself after we study lesson four on the New Testament
church.  If you can hold that thought until then, you'll have more
information to answer that question adequately on your own."  Most
people will say, "Oh, good, I can't wait until that lesson."  "Good,
John, now let's turn to John 8 and continue with our present thought..."
And then get immediately back on the topic.

Be Empathetic
Use some compassion when teaching other people. Paul did this

when teaching the Athenians (Acts 17:16-31).  He commended them
for being god fearing individuals.  If you can genuinely feel what they
feel as they are confronted with truth, then you will be a better teacher
and will more easily change their mind.  For instance, when a person
understands the one gospel concept and the one plan of salvation, he
may become upset.  That's OK, and usually a good sign.  It means that
the word is penetrating the heart.  Be gentle and understand the
thought process he or she may be going through as they struggle with
the confrontation of truth for the first time.  Don't back a person into a
corner, and don't be cruel.  Be gentle, loving and empathetic when
correctly handling the word (2 Timothy 2:15).

Keep in Context
Let the word do the work and don't take a verse out of context to

try to make a point.  You will lose your credibility with the person and
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you will be guilty of not handling the word accurately.

Stay Friends
It is much easier to teach a friend than an enemy.  Try to be loving

and keep the person your friend through the study.  You aren't
responsible for proving anything.  The word is perfectly capable of
defending itself if you handle it accurately in a kind spirit.  If a person
becomes offended, I usually say something like, "John, I know how
you feel and I can understand why you might feel that way.  In fact
there are a lot of things that I would do differently if God would have
only asked my advice, but He didn't.  He is God and  only asks that we
believe that He  has our best interest at heart."

Keep Rapport
Keep your credibility and rapport with the person.  Don't be

offensive.  Become all things to all men (1 Corinthians 9:22) so that
you can win them to Christ.

"Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of
every opportunity.  Let your conversation be always full of grace,
seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone"
(Colossians 4:5-6).
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Slide 8  "Decision Made"
During the one on one study you are going to be helping the person

come to a decision either for or not for Christ.  You don't want a
neutral response.  Even a negative response may be better than a
neutral one.

Count the Cost
I find that being realistic with the requirements of the Gospel helps

the person realize that you are not trying to talk him into anything.  I
want a person to be totally informed and fully count the cost of what is
required of him as he begins his relationship with Christ.

Discipleship
Luke 14 is an ideal text for teaching a person and helping him deal

with the realities of total commitment to Christ.  He must love Jesus
more than any earthly relationship. He must understand the
commitment required, and he must love Jesus more than his
possessions. He must be prepared to follow and carry the cross daily
(Luke 9:23).  Do not "soft sell" the commitment required. You didn't
write the Bible, and until you have your own Bible, you can't make the
rules or change the existing ones!

Specific Repentance
As I study with a person, I get into his life personally and discuss

things like lust, deceit, lying, malice, envy, and other sins of the heart
as well as the more outward sins.  While a person does not need to be
perfect in order to become a Christian, he does need to be willing to
forsake the world and sin.

Lifestyle
Discussion of lifestyle is important.  Habits, manner of life and

recreation can hinder a person's obedience.  Some things may not be
sinful, but if they take the priority of submission and obedience to
Christ, they can hinder a person's salvation.

Church Attendance
Let the person know up front what will be required of him as far as

church attendance is concerned.  By not committing to attending all




